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Abstract. The purpose of this study is to
describe the character in five short stories by
Putu  Wijaya using  Sigmund  Freud's
psychoanalytic approach. The type of research
used is descriptive qualitative. The data
sources in this study are five short stories by
Putu Wijaya and the data obtained in this study
are in the form of quotations in the form of
words, phrases, clauses, sentences and
expressions that refer to the character traits
contained in five short stories by Putu Wijaya.
The data collection method used in this

research is reading and writing technique. The
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data analysis method used in this research is content analysis method.

The results of the study found three personality structures, namely id, ego, and superego. With
the dominance of ego, Putu Wijaya's short stories often display the rational and realistic
character of the protagonist. In-depth analysis shows that this Ego dominance reflects how Putu
Wijaya portrays his characters as individuals who are able to navigate life's challenges with a
logical and pragmatic approach. The protagonists in the short stories are often presented as
figures who face internal and external conflicts by trying to find solutions that make sense and

are acceptable to all parties.

Keywords: character, short story, literary psychology

Introduction

Literature is a type of creative art in which language is used as a medium
to describe human life. In addition, literature also functions as a place to express
ideas, feelings, thoughts, and expressions of human life in language. This is in
line with Darma's opinion that literature is a picture of human life that has been
abstracted into literary works (Nias Raya et al., 2021: 5). When an author writes
a literary work, they can convey their perspective on the world around them.
Therefore, appreciating literary works means looking for life values in the work.
There are many life values reflected in literary works.

Literature as a result of human culture contains principles that are
relevant to society (Rokhmansyah, 2014: 2). According to Rahima, a literary
work come from a life with values and can help shape the value system in
society. Thus, it can be concluded that the values contained in literary works
can be used as guidelines for human life. These values can not only be taken
from the life of society but can also be taken from good values (Munanto &
Rahima, 2020: 108). According to Nurhayati (in Pramidana, 2020:52) a short
story, also called a short story, is a short form of fictional prose with a limited
plot that can usually be read in one sitting. In most cases, short stories center

on one character and
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a situation full of disputes, events, and experiences. While they usually only
cover part of a character's life story, short stories can also summarize a
character's entire life story in a concise manner.

According to Sudjiman (in Nurhidayati, 2018: 493) story characters are
fictional characters involved in the events told in the story and are an important
part of literary works. Each character has character or characteristics that
distinguish them from other characters. Story characters must be properly
introduced with all their traits and inner lives. Various short stories with unique,
interesting, and varied stories must have been created by an author or literary
short story. Indonesia has many famous short story writers who can write
interesting stories. Putu Wijaya is one of the writers. The writer | Putu Ngurah
Wijaya is known for his diversity. He has written many books, including novels,
short stories, plays, essays, movie screenplays, and soap operas. He was born
in Puri Anom, Tabanan, Bali, on April 11, 1944. As an active and prolific writer,
Putu has been awarded for many short stories, essays, novels, and movie
screenplays. He received the SEA Write award from Ratu Sirkit in Bangkok in
1980. In addition, he earned the Citra Cup for best screenwriting at the
Indonesian Festival for the films Perawan Desa (1980) and Kembang Kertas
(1985).

There is a gap between the production of literary works and the level of
literacy and critical understanding of Indonesian society towards works. The
study of character traits in literature, especially short stories by Putu Wijaya, is
an effort to bring literary works closer to the reading public in Indonesia and
expand critical literacy understanding of literary works. Putu Wijaya's works can
be considered as a reflection of social life and human psychology realized in the

form of short stories. The author has created a variety of characters in short
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stories that inspire and invite various psychological interpretations. Putu
Wijaya's distinctive work with its exploration of absurd and psychological
elements shows how important it is to understand the character and personality
of the character as a medium to understand the story more deeply. Literary
psychology as an approach used in this analysis allows researchers to explore
the internal dynamics of the characters, their motivations, psychological
conflicts, as well as the environmental influences that contribute to shaping their
characteristics.

Sigmund Freud, a leading psychological scientist who gave rise to
psychoanalysis. He is known for his theory of human personality resulting from
dream analysis and his extensive knowledge of literature in the humanities and
academia. These experiences shaped the advancement of Freud's personality
theory. Psychoanalytic theory is one theory that explores the essence and
evolution of human personality characteristics. Key elements in this theory
include motivation, emotions, and other aspects of personality. The basis of
psychoanalytic theory is that personality development begins when there is a
conflict of psychological aspects.

In his famous psychoanalysis, Freud stated that human personality
consists of three elements known as id, ego, and superego. In line with this
opinion, according to Sehandi, psychoanalysis is one of the literary theories that
examine the psychological aspects of character in literary works. In the study
of literary psychology, psychoanalysis reveals that human personality can be
analyzed through three elements: id, ego, and superego. These three elements
of personality are interrelated and form a whole and influence human behavior
which is nothing other than the result of  the interaction of the three
(Maharani et al., 2023: 32). Five short stories by Putu Wijaya were selected in
this research to enable  the general audience to talk about the

psychological problems faced by the characters in the short stories. Putu
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Wijaya's five short stories are more qualified because they have been published
in the mass media Kompas. Putu Wijaya's five short stories published in
Kompas mass media are Semar (2023), Malu (2023), Guru (2022), Terror Why
(2020), and Lop (2019).

Methodology

The type of research used is descriptive qualitative research. According
to Moleong (2022: 4), a descriptive qualitative approach is an approach that
intends to understand the phenomenon of what is experienced by the research
subject, for example, behavior, perception, motivation, action, and others.
Meanwhile, data sources are information or materials that are used as the basis
for analyzing, interpreting, and drawing conclusions in a study. According to
Wahyu (2023: 64), the data source referred to in a study is the subject from
which the data can be obtained. The data sources used in this study are five
short stories by Putu Wijaya published in Kompas media. The five short stories
are Semar (2023), Malu (2023), Guru (2022), Terror Why (2020), and Lop
(2019). Data is the source used in a study. According to Wahyu (2023: 63-64),
data is a collection of various kinds of facts that have been selected and
selected by a researcher based on their relevance. The data in this study are
quotations in the form of words, phrases, clauses, sentences and phrases that
describe the characters in five short stories by Putu Wijaya. The method used
in this research is reading and note-taking technique. As stated by Sudaryanto
(2016: 205) that the read and write technique is used as a way of collecting
data in research. The instruments used in this research are five short story texts
by Putu Wijaya. In addition, researchers also used tables as research
instruments. Content analysis is a qualitative research method that focuses on
exploring the content of communication. According to Sumarno (2019: 37)
content analysis is a process that allows a person to indirectly explain and

understand human behavior through various genres of communication
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between one person and another, for example through essays, novels, short

stories, dramas, magazines and articles.

Results and Discussion

One of the most important elements in research is data which is the aspect
studied in the research. This research focuses on five short stories by Putu
Wijaya. The five short stories are short stories published in Kompas.id media
with different dates, months, and years of publication. The five short stories
that are the object of this research include Malu (2023) published on July 9,
2023, Semar (2023) published on December 24, 2023, /op 2019) published on
October 27, 2019, Guru (2022) published on December 4, 2022, and Teror
Kenapa (2020) published on December 27, 2020.

Answering the questions in the formulation of the problem, this research
will discuss the character in five short stories by Putu Wijaya using  the theory
of Sigmund Freud's psychoanalysis. The data analyzed in this study are
words, phrases, sentences or clauses that show the personality structure. The
quotation of words, phrases, sentences or clauses does not cover the entire
content of the short story. However, it only focuses on the personality structure
in Putu Wijaya's work.

The amount of data collected in five short stories by Putu Wijaya is 20
data. The data was obtained from 5 data in the short story "Malu” (2023), 3
data from the short story “Lop” (2019)" 4 data from the short story "Semar”
(2023), 2 data from the short story "Guru” (2022), and 6 data from the short
story "Terror Why" (2020) so that the total is 20 data. Furthermore, the data
were analyzed based on Sigmund Freud's personality structure.

The five short stories to be analyzed do not have a complete personality

structure. The short story Malu (2023) has three complete personality
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structures, namely |ld, Ego, and Superego. In the short story, Id data is found
in the main character's wife and the data obtained is one data. Ego data is
found in the main character and the data obtained is two data. While the
superego is found in the main character and the data found is two data. The
short story Lop (2019) has three complete personality structures, namely Id,
Ego, and Superego. In the short story, the data concepts of |ld, Ego, and
Superego appear through the character named Bolong. Data about Id was found
as much as one data, while Ego and Superego were found one data each.

The short story Semar (2023) has two incomplete personality structures,
namely only the Ego and Superego personality structures. In the short story,
data about Ego is found in the character Baginda, with two data found.
Meanwhile, data about Superego is found in Baginda's character with two
data identified. The short story Guru (2022) has an incomplete personality
structure, which only contains the Ego personality structure. In the short story,
data about Ego is found in the character Professor Doktor with two data found.

The short story Terror  Why (2020) has an incomplete personality
structure, which only contains the Ego and Superego personality structures. In
the short story, data about Ego is found in the main character, with four data
found. Data about superego is found in the main character and the Deputy
Citizen character. In the main character, one data is found, while in the Deputy
Citizen character there is only one data.

Quantitatively, the form of data presentation obtained by researchers can be

seen in the following table.
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Table 1. Structure data personality

STRUCTURE

TITLE OF PERSONALITY

No FIGURE
SHORT STORY SUPER
D EGO
EGO

1. Malu protagonist 1 2 2
2. Lop Tritagonist 1 1 1
3. Semar protagonist 2 2
4, Guru protagonist 2
5. Teroro kenapa protagonist 4 2

Total 2 11 7

The data found by researchers is an important element in the process of
analyzing work. This means that researchers carry out the analysis process in
this study because they have obtained data. Data from Putu Wijaya's works.
In addition, this analysis also provides deep insight into how Putu Wijaya designs
rich and deep characters in his short stories, thus creating an interesting and

meaningful narrative.

PERSONALITY STRUCTURE 1D

ld is a basic desire or desire that encourages humans to act based on the
principle of pleasure, which is in the form of instincts and passions that have
not recognized moral or social values. The id is the most primitive aspect of
personality that leads individuals to seek immediate gratification without
considering long-term consequences. At the beginning of a character's

emergence, they often act following the id impulse, which is completely

53



Journal of Linguistics and Technology, May 2025, 1(1), 46-67

unconscious, acting on selfish pleasure. Therefore, the id in Putu Wijaya's five
short stories serves to shape the character of each character and provide a
foundation for their development as the story progresses. With the character, it

can be known in detail the characteristics of each character.

EGO PERSONALITY STRUCTURE

The ego develops from the id to be able to handle reality in a more
mature and structured way. Sitting between the conscious and the unconscious,
the ego acts as a mediator that balances the underlying desires that the
researcher finds to be the demands of reality.

Based on the data that the author obtained from the analysis process, the
researcher found a personality structure based on Sigmund Freud's
Psychoanalysis approach consisting of |ld, Ego, and Superego in the five short
stories of the occurrence of  voltage new  or delaying enjoyment until an
object is found that can obviously satisfy the need. The process carried out by
the ego involves thinking realistically and rationally, such as reasoning, problem
solving, and decision making. Through these abilities, the ego helps individuals
to navigate daily life more effectively and efficiently, avoiding internal conflicts
that can arise from the uncontrollable urges of the id and the rigid guidance of
the superego. In five short stories by Putu Wijaya, there are several sentences
that are manifestations of the ego function. The ego in the story is more
incarnate as questions, statements, and emotional conditions raised by the story
characters. The role of the ego is clearly visible in the characters who interact

and react to the situation at hand.
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SUPEREGO PERSONALITY STRUCTURE

The superego transforms reality principles into morality principles in
human life, making every action and decision guided by higher ethical and moral
standards. The superego has the main function of controlling the ego, ensuring
that individual behavior is not only based on instant gratification or pragmatic
reality, but also takes into account ingrained moral and ethical values. In the
context of five short stories by Putu Wijaya, these sentences function as a kind
of action-reaction that has an impact on the second subject and the third
subject, so that from there the concept of "morality" and values that guide
behavior emerge.

According to  Sudjiman (1988), character is the quality of a character,
including intelligence and soul, which distinguishes him from other characters.
character refers more to the quality of character behavior displayed in the story.
the depiction of the character or personality of a character in a work of fiction
is called characterization, while characterization means depiction of character.
The character in a story can be classified based on its role and function. Based
on the role in the story, there are three kinds of characters: protagonists,
antagonists, and tritagonists.

e Protagonist: The character who acts as the driving force of the play,
usually facing problems that are entangled with difficulties.

e Antagonist: A character who acts as a hindrance and problem for the
protagonist.

e Tritagonist: A character who sides with the protagonist and antagonist or
mediates between the protagonist and antagonist.

After the data in this study were analyzed, a clear picture of the character

in five short stories by Putu Wijaya was obtained. The five short stories are

‘Malu" (2023), "Lop” (2019), "Semar" (2023), "Guru" (2022), and "Teror Why"
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(2020). Each short story presents a unique character with psychological
complexities that reflect various aspects of life and personality. In addition, in
the short story "Malu" (2023), the most dominant personality structures are the
Ego and Superego. The Ego plays a role in rational and realistic decision-making,
while the Superego reflects moral and ethical values. Thus, the character in the
short story is classified as a protagonist, showing psychological depth through
the dominance of Ego and Superego. The character faces challenging situations
and makes decisions that reflect moral and rational considerations, showing
complexity in the short story "Lop” (2019), the personality structure is equally
dominant. This shows that the character in the story has a unique balance
between the |d, Ego, and Superego. Thus, the character in the short story is
classified as a Tritagonist character. In the short story "Lop” (2019), this
tritagonist may play a role in supporting the protagonist or providing additional
challenges that enrich the storyline. Tritagonists have significant depth of
character, often helping to reveal different layers of the story through their
interactions with the protagonist and antagonist.

In the short story ‘"Semar” (2023), the Ego and Superego personality
structures are equally dominant. This means that the main character in the short
story shows a balance between rational impulses and moral considerations.
The Ego, as the part of the personality that functions to deal with reality in a
rational and realistic way, ensures that the actions taken are logical and wise.
With the dominance of these two personality structures, the character in the
short story is classified as a protagonist. In the context of the short story
"Semar", the protagonists not only play a central role in the development
of the story but also show emotional and psychological complexities that make

them interesting and relatable to readers.
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In the short story "Guru" (2022), the most dominant personality structure is
the ego. The ego, in Freud theory of psychology, functions as a mediator
between the basic drives coming from the |d and the moral demands coming
from the Superego. The ego acts as a rational and realistic decision maker,
always trying to find a balanced and socially acceptable way of fulfilling needs
and desires. Thus, the character in the short story is classified as a protagonist.

In the short story The Terror of Why" (2020), the most dominant personality
structure is the ego. The ego acts as a rational and realistic decision-
maker, always trying to find balanced and socially acceptable ways of fulfilling
needs and desires. The existence of a dominant ego in the main characters
indicates that they have a balance between logic and morality in their actions
and decisions. Thus, the character in the short story is classified as a
protagonist. The dominance of ego in protagonist characters carries several
important implications that make them strong and complex central characters.

Based on the discussion of the research results above, it can be concluded
that in five short stories by Putu Wijaya, namely ‘Malu,” "Lop, " "Semar, " "Guru, "
and "Terror Why." The analysis shows that in the short story ‘Malu,” the
dominance of ego and superego portrays a rational and moral protagonist. In
the short story “Lop,” the balance between id, ego, and superego creates a
complex tritagonist. The short story ‘Semar,” features a protagonist with
psychological depth through the balance of ego and superego. Meanwhile, the
short stories “Guru” and "Terror Why" show the dominance of the ego which
reflects a rational and realistic protagonist in making decisions. Therefore, Putu
Wijaya succeeded in creating rich and deep characters through complex
interactions between id, ego, and superego, resulting in interesting and

meaningful narratives in his short stories.
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Conclusion and Recommendation

Based on the results of the study, it can be concluded that in five short
stories by Putu Wijaya there are quotations that clearly state the structure of
personality consisting of id, ego, and superego. The quotations describe how
the characters in the short stories show their basic urges (Id), self-control and
realistic judgment (Ego), and internalized morals and values (Superego). Thus,
the five short stories not only present an interesting storyline but also
show the internal dynamics of the characters through the perspective of
Freud's Psychoanalysis.

Putu Wijaya's five short stories feature characters who have links to
the problems they face. This connection is very clear because the author
carefully describes these characters in a complex manner. |In addition, the
author has described the various characters to the reader in a very detailed
way, both through description and through dialog in the story. This study uses
the theory of Psychoanalysis developed by Sigmund Freud. There are three
personality structures based on Sigmund Freud's Psychoanalysis approach
consisting of id, ego, and superego. By using this theory, this study seeks to
explore and analyze how the character in five short stories by Putu Wijaya. The
data sources in this study are five short stories by Putu Wijaya. Researchers
use data source triangulation techniques to ensure the accuracy and validation
of the information obtained. The steps used in triangulating data sources,
namely researchers identify information or findings that need to be verified.
After that, researchers look for various relevant data sources to test the truth
of the information. For example, researchers can use academic documents such
as theses, or journals from various authors and different institutions.

The shape of the character's personality structure in five short stories by

Putu Wijaya includes id, ego, and superego. |d is the psychic energy and
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instinctual drive that drives humans to fulfill their basic needs. The ego, on the
other hand, is in the middle of two opposing forces and strives to adhere to the
principles of reality by trying to satisfy individual desires that are limited by
reality. Meanwhile, the superego functions like a conscience that distinguishes
between good and bad values. As with the id, the superego does not consider
reality because it struggles with realistic things. In addition, data analysis of
five short stories by Putu Wijaya found various personality structures that
describe the depth of the characters in these stories.

The short story "Malu” highlights the dominance of Ego and Superego,
reflecting the rational and moral protagonist. In this story, the protagonist is
often faced with situations that demand logical thinking and deep ethical
considerations. The existence of the Ego is seen through the protagonist's
efforts in navigating the various challenges of daily life with a reasonable and
measured approach and always seeking a balance between personal desires and
the demands of external reality. Meanwhile, the Superego plays a strong role in
shaping the protagonist's sense of responsibility and moral awareness, often
contemplating the consequences of every action he takes. Thus, the short story
malu has significant psychological depth and dominates the ego and superego
that give rise to the protagonist's character in the story.

The short story "Lop”displays a balance between id, ego, and superego,
which is realized through diverse and dynamic characters, thus reflecting a
tritagonist that enriches the storyline. In this short story, the character is a
tritagonist, because there is a balance between the three personality structures.
The tritagonist in this story not only adds depth to the characterization but also
enriches the narrative with layers of deep meaning, making the short story “Lop”

a work full of psychological dynamics and emotional tension. The resulting
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storyline becomes more interesting and evocative, inviting the reader to reflect
on the complexity of human beings and how the balance between id, ego, and
superego plays an important role in shaping the characters in the story.

The short story "Semar” shows the dominance of ego and superego to
form the character of a logical and wise protagonist, who always considers the
moral implications of every action. In this story, the protagonist is portrayed as
an individual who is not only rational in thinking, but also careful in making
decisions, always weighing the good and bad of every action taken. The role of
the ego is very strong in this character, serving as a mediator between
instinctive desires and the reality of the outside world, ensuring that every action
taken is in accordance with logic and situational needs. In addition, the dominant
superego shows how moral and ethical values become the main guidelines for
the protagonist. The short story ‘Semar”also illustrates how the combination of
logic and morality forms a character who is not only intellectually strong but
also has high integrity. The protagonist serves as an ideal example of how
humans can achieve a balance between personal needs and social demands,
and how moral principles can be applied in everyday life

The short story "Guru”highlights the dominance of the ego, thus forming
a protagonist who acts rationally and realistically, showing how the characters
in the story overcome various challenges with a logical approach. In this story,
the protagonist is described as an individual who has critical and analytical
thinking, always trying to find the best solution based on existing reality. This
character is not easily swayed by emotions or irrational instinctive urges, instead
always considering various aspects of the situation before making a decision.

This reflects the strong dominance of the ego, which functions as a mediator
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between the Id's drive and superego values, thus forming the protagonist in the
short story.

Furthermore, the short story “Teror Kenapa" emphasizes the dominance
of the ego, thus forming the character of the protagonist. In this story, the
protagonist is described as a figure who always thinks clearly and prioritizes
logic. The protagonist in this short story faces a variety of complex and diverse
challenges, from internal conflicts to external problems that demand quick and
precise solutions. In addition, the short story also shows how the protagonist is
able to maintain balance in stressful situations. The character is able to remain
calm and focused despite being under pressure, demonstrating mental
toughness and the ability to think rationally under challenging conditions. Thus,
the short story not only depicts an ego-dominant character but also presents a
story rich in lessons about the importance of rationality in life. Through a strong
and principled protagonist, this short story invites readers to see the value of
thinking logically and acting based on reality.

From the explanation above, it can be concluded that in this study three
personality structures were found, namely id, ego, and superego. After being
analyzed from the personality structure, the five short stories by Putu Wijaya
show the dominance of the ego personality structure which gives rise to the
character of the protagonist the most. This happens because in the five short
stories, the conversations and actions of the characters are in accordance with
reality. With ego dominance, Putu Wijaya's short stories often feature rational
and realistic protagonist characters. In-depth analysis shows that this ego
dominance reflects how Putu Wijaya describes his characters as individuals who
are able to navigate life's challenges with a logical and pragmatic approach. The

protagonist in these short stories is often presented as a figure who faces
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internal and external conflicts by trying to find solutions that are reasonable

and acceptable to all parties.
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