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Abstract. (a) The purpose of this study was
to examine the application and degree of
critical  thinking abilities among MA
Futuhiyyah Kudu twelfth-grade students
throughout the first semester of instruction.
(b) Classroom observations revealed that
not all pupils had sufficiently developed
critical thinking, which is a crucial skill for

senior high school students to prepare for

future professional needs and higher
education. This research employed a
quantitative  descriptive  design. The

population consisted of all eleven-grade
students at MA Futuhiyyah Kudu, and the
sample consisted of 22 students as
respondents. In order to examine students'
logic and depth of thought during the
learning process, data were gathered using
a critical thinking questionnaire that was
sent via Google Forms and supplemented by
essay questions. Students' critical thinking

abilities were categorized into high,
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moderate, and low groups based on the analysis of the gathered data (c) According to the
results, 14% of students had excellent critical thinking abilities, 59% had moderate
critical thinking abilities, and 27% had low critical thinking abilities. The numeric results were
corroborated by the essay replies, which showed that students' application of critical thinking
during class activities and their classified levels were consistent. (d) In conclusion, the majority
of MA Futuhiyyah Kudu eleven-grade students had modest critical thinking abilities, indicating
the need for instructional strategies that further support students' growth of critical thinking

throughout the teaching and learning process.

Keywords: Critical Thinking, Senior High School;, Quantitatve Description; English Learning;

Eleventh-grade students.

Introduction

The significance of incorporating critical thinking into classroom instruction
has been highlighted by numerous studies. Prior studies have demonstrated that
teaching strategies like inquiry-based learning, problem-based learning, and
discussion-oriented instruction can successfully foster students' critical thinking
abilities. Students who are encouraged to challenge information, defend their
beliefs, and reflect on their educational experiences typically display stronger
analytical and reasoning skills. These results suggest that instructional
strategies significantly influence the development of students' critical thinking
skills.

A large portion of the critical thinking research that has already been done
has concentrated on education settings. There are still not many studies done
at the senior high school level, particularly in Islamic senior high schools
(Madrasah Aliyah). Furthermore, while fewer studies examined the actual level
and application of students' critical thinking abilities during regular classroom
learning activities, many earlier studies used experimental designs to test
particular instructional models. This highlights a deficiency in descriptive studies

that look at how critical thinking appears in actual classroom settings.
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By offering a descriptive analysis of eleventh-grade students' critical
thinking abilities throughout the teaching and learning process, this study aims
to close this gap. In order to provide a realistic picture of students' current
thinking abilities in an authentic learning environment, this research is novel in
that it focuses on describing both the implementation and categorization of
students' critical thinking skills without testing a specific instructional
intervention. Thus, during the first semester of the teaching and learning
process, the goal of this study is to examine the application and levels of critical

thinking skills of the students.

Materials and Methodology

The target population for this study was all eleventh-grade students
enrolled in MA Futuhiyyah Kudu during the nominal year under investigation. A
total of 22 participants were selected for this study as respondents. The
research instruments consisted of a critical thinking questionnaire and essay
questions. The critical thinking questionnaire was designed to measure the
capabilities of the students to assess information, argumentation, and sound
judgments. The instrument was based on Peter Honey's critical thinking scales.
The essay questions, on the other hand, helped to supplement the data obtained
using the critical thinking questionnaire. The essay questions gave the students
the opportunity to illustrate their thought processes and the depth of their
thought when dealing with learning issues. The research instruments were

administered using Google Forms to facilitate effective data collection.

The process of gathering information was done during the first semester
of the academic year. Students were required to do the questionnaire and essay
questions on their own. The information was then gathered and put together for

analysis. The data analysis process involved determining the total score for each
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student obtained from the questionnaire and grading the level of critical thinking
skills possessed by those students as either high, moderate, or low based on
certain criteria for analysis to be objective. The data obtained from essays were
analyzed in a descriptive manner to aid in justifying the results obtained,
especially in showing how learners have used critical thinking in learning. This
approach helped the research to achieve a complete snapshot of the critical

thinking abilities of eleventh-grade students.

Results and Discussion

The results from the evaluation of the guestionnaire revealed that the
critical thinking abilities among students fell under three categories: high,
moderate, and low. From the results obtained, 14% of the students had their
results categorized as high levels of critical thinking skills. This group of
students exhibited high levels of skills and competencies in problem analysis and
evaluation of information, as well as the ability to present well-reasoned
arguments. Their essays exhibited high levels of demonstrated understanding

and rationalization of the subject.

Additionally, the largest number of participants, comprising 59% of all
students, fell under the moderate critical thinking skills category. Students
under this category can comprehend problems and respond appropriately.
However, it should be noted that despite having appropriate skills in critical
thinking, they often failed to provide adequate reasoning to support whatever
answers they gave. Nonetheless, one would conclude that such participants had

not acquired high-level critical thinking skills despite having elementary skills.

The remaining 27% of students were classified as having low critical

thinking skills. These students experienced difficulty in analyzing questions,

46



Journal of Linguistics and Technology, November 2025, 1(1), 43-53
organizing ideas, and providing logical explanations. Their essay responses were
often brief, descriptive, and focused on memorization rather than reasoning.
This indicates that some students relied heavily on recalling information instead

of critically engaging with the learning material.

The results of the analysis of the essay responses confirmed those of the
guestionnaires. Students with high scores tended to provide clearer, more
coherent, and analytical responses to the essay. Students having low scores, on
the other hand, exhibited limited reasoning or elaboration. There was
consistency between the results derived from the questionnaires and those

derived from analyzing the essay responses. This enhanced validity.

In comparison to previous studies, which found identical distribution levels for
critical thinking skills among secondary school students, the findings of this
study support the conclusion that the development of critical thinking skills
among senior high school students is still in the process of development. The
dominance of the moderate category indicates that classroom instruction has
begun to foster critical thinking but has not yet maximized students’ higher-
order thinking potential. Therefore, instructional strategies that encourage
analysis, reflection, and active discussion are necessary to enhance students’

critical thinking skills more effectively.

The next 27% of students were categorized under the category of having low
critical thinking skills. The students in this category struggled to evaluate
questions, structure thoughts, and formulate logical explanations. The answers
for the essay questions that the students wrote were characterized by being
short, descriptive, and relying on memorization. This shows that the students
were relying on memorization to pass, rather than analyzing the information

presented to them.

47



Journal of Linguistics and Technology, November 2025, 1(1), 43-53
The qualitative study of the essay answers reinforced the results of the
questionnaire study conducted. Students with higher scores in the questionnaire
gave better answers in their essays, which were coherent and analytical, while
those with lower scores just gave shallow answers with very little elaboration. It
is obvious that having both positive and negative reinforcement helps to ensure
a positive finding. In trying to relate the outcomes generated from this research
with past research studies that yielded different outcomes concerning the level
of skills possessed by secondary school students on the skill of critical thinking,
the outcomes generated supported the claim that the skills of critical thinking
among senior high school students are still in the process of being developed,

thus still needing development.

Conclusion and Recommendation (Heiti SC12)

The findings of the questionnaire also prove consistent with the results
from the students' essay responses, therefore allowing confirmation that the
categorized levels of students indeed reflect their correct amount of applying
critical thinking during classroom activities. The higher critical thinking levels
demonstrated students who were capable of analyzing problems, observing
information, and providing logical explanations, while students with lower levels
chose memorization and superficial understanding. This fact points to the
necessity for explicit development of instructional practices that encourage
analysis, reasoning, and reflection in learning.

Based on the conclusions, learning strategies overtly enhance the
students' critical thinking through problem-solving activities, open-ended
guestions, group discussions, and reflection tasks. Schools should back this up
through teacher training and curriculum development to help them integrate
critical thinking skills more systematically into classroom teaching. Future

researchers are encouraged to conduct more studies using experimental or
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mixed-method designs to investigate the effectiveness of certain teaching
strategies in enhancing students' critical thinking skills and to involve larger

samples for broader generalization.
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